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Introduction to the Special Issue on Offender Cognition and Emotion
Theresa A. Gannona* and Tony Wardb
aPsychology Department, Keynes College, University of Kent, Canterbury, UK; bSchool of
Psychology, Victoria University of Wellington, Wellington, New Zealand
Over the past two decades, there has been some noticeable enthusiasm for theory,
research, and treatment devoted to examining a range of offenders’ cognitive and
emotional characteristics. For example, general cognitive skills programmes such as
Reasoning and Rehabilitation (Ross, Fabiano, & Ewles, 1988) developed following the
advent of the 1980s What Works literature and cognitive/affective theories of
aggression were proposed that have had a lasting impact on the field (e.g.
Huesmann’s Script Theory  Huesmann, 1986; Novaco’s Anger Model  Novaco,
1976). The sexual offender literature began to be characterized by new theories
examining sexual offenders’ cognition and emotional characteristics more recently,
in the 1990s (e.g. Implicit Theories, Ward & Keenan, 1999; Self-Regulation Theory,
Ward, Hudson, & Keenan, 1998).
Unfortunately, academically speaking, the topics of offender cognition and
emotion are rarely focused upon in any immense depth, as evidenced by the lack of
extensive written works devoted to this topic (see Gannon, Ward, Beech, & Fisher,
2007 for one recent exception). Furthermore, it is relatively unusual to find academic
sources that document cognitive and affective components across differing offender
groups. In our view, encouraging academic discussions of theoretical and research
efforts across diverse offender populations is likely to stimulate reflection within each
field that is highly beneficial for future theory and research generation. Given the
paucity of synthesized works devoted to the specialist topic of offender cognition and
emotion, we are delighted to have been given the opportunity to guest edit this
Special Issue. In this issue, we draw together a series of theoretical, review, and
empirical papers written by highly esteemed experts in forensic psychology. Each
theoretical and review paper discusses and summarizes valuable research and
concepts critical for the future development of theory and research, and for future
implementation of evidence-based practice. Further, each empirical paper presents
data pertaining to an area of offender cognition and emotion that is currently
somewhat under-researched.
The first paper of the Special Issue  written by Theresa Gannon  provides an
overview of current theory and research relating to social cognitive aspects of violent
and sexual offending. Following this, Andrew Day provides an overview of offender
emotion and self-regulation characteristics, paying careful attention to the rehabi-
litatory implications of such a discussion. In the next paper, Elizabeth Gilchrist uses
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current cognitive concepts popular to sexual offending  and more recently violent
offending  to generate hypotheses about the likely cognitive structures (or ‘implicit
theories’) characterizing domestically violent men. The three following papers are
concerned with aspects of cognition relevant to treatment. Clive Hollin and Emma
Palmer review the effectiveness of cognitive skills programmes for offenders, paying
specific attention to methods of measuring treatment effectiveness. Tony Ward and
Claire Nee then follow with an evaluation of the theoretical assumptions of cognitive
skills programmes, questioning our current definitions of cognition and associated
rehabilitory techniques. Then, Pamela Yates reviews the available literature linking
sexual offender denial to offender risk and recidivism, providing some interesting
arguments to reflect upon.
Subsequent papers in the Special Issue present either new empirical data or
theory. Tony Beech, Natalie Parrett, Tony Ward, and Dawn Fisher present the very
first exploratory investigation of female sexual offenders’ implicit cognitions and
motivations. Bill Marshall, Liam Marshall, Geris Serran, and Matt O’Brien develop
a novel ‘pathways’ theory of the relationships between shame, guilt, self-esteem,
empathy, and cognitions in sexual offenders. Michelle Butler and Shadd Maruna
report data concerning how feelings of disrespect can impact upon prisoners’
aggression-related cognitions and provide some interesting qualitative data from
prisoners about their experiences of violence in prison. Francis Beesley and James
McGuire examine the concepts of gender role identity and hypermasculinity in
violent offending, providing interesting theoretical accounts of their findings. In the
last empirical paper of the issue, Claire Spence, Siaˆn Williams, and Theresa Gannon
present data examining predictors and cognitive/affective motivators behind licensed
premises aggression in females. The Special Issue comes to a close with some
insightful commentary and a reflective summary by Kevin Howells.
All that remains to be said, then, is that we sincerely hope readers of this Special
Issue  like us  will find the collection of papers within this Special Issue
informative, interesting, and thought provoking.
References
Gannon, T.A., Ward, T., Beech, A.R., & Fisher, D. (Eds.). (2007). Aggressive offenders’
cognition: Theory, research and practice. Chichester: Wiley & Sons.
Huesmann, L.R. (1986). Psychological processes promoting the relation between exposure to
media violence and aggressive behaviour by the viewer. Journal of Social Issues, 42, 125139.
Novaco, R.W. (1976). The functions and regulation of the arousal of anger. American Journal
of Psychiatry, 133, 11241129.
Ross, R.R., Fabiano, E.A., & Ewles, C.D. (1988). Reasoning and Rehabilitation. International
Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology, 32, 2935.
Ward, T., Hudson, S.M., & Keenan, T. (1998). A self-regulation model of the sexual offense
process. Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and Treatment, 10, 141157.
Ward, T., & Keenan, T. (1999). Child molesters’ implicit theories. Journal of Interpersonal
Violence, 14, 821838.
96 T.A. Gannon and T. Ward

